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Teresa and I had a good vacation last week, but It’s good to be here with you this morning – to worship together and seek God the Father’s heart for how He wants to equip us and prune us and instruct us and teach us about what it means to be in relationship with His Son Jesus Christ, and live out the Gospel in our homes, with our families, at our jobs, in our neighborhoods, at our schools, with our friends – and with the people God brings across our paths each and every day. 

We’ve been studying the book of EXODUS for a couple of months now, and this morning we’re going to go through the 32 verses that make up EXODUS 8.  Two weeks, in EXODUS 7 we saw the first of nine plagues that God would eventually bring into Egypt, and this morning we’ll see the second, third, and fourth plagues.  And when we look these plagues, it’s important to remember that GOD DIDN’T SEND THE PLAGUES BECAUSE PHARAOH WOULDN’T LET THE JEWS GO; GOD SENT THE PLAGUES BECAUSE PHARAOH KEPT REFUSING TO SURRENDER HIS WILL TO GOD.

Jesus tells us in LUKE 4:12, after being tested by Satan in the wilderness, that we’re “not to put the Lord our God to the test.”  And then in DEUTERONOMY 6:16 there’s a series of instructions about remaining loyal to God as the One True God of our affections, and in that passage Moses is referring back to a story that’s recorded in EXODUS 17:1-7 (and in NUMBERS 20) so we’ll get to that story later in our study.  

Again the emphasis is on not testing God’s love for us, or trying God’s patience … but just accepting God’s love for us and returning it to God and living it out to others.  There’s a huge difference between testing God and coming to God with our questions – and God wants to teach His followers the difference between these two things.

TESTING GOD ISN’T based on faith in God or on being in relationship with God … it’s expecting God to jump through a hoop.” MATURING CHRIST-FOLLOWERS DON’T TEST GOD.

QUESTIONING GOD IS based on faith in God and on being in relation-ship with God.  God always supports us genuinely seeking His heart and mind.  MATURING CHRIST-FOLLOWERS ASK GOD QUESTIONS AND LISTEN FOR GOD’S ANSWERS.

The one exception I see to this rule is some solid instruction given to us in MALACHI 3 where God says that He’s okay with us testing HIS FAITHFULNESS TOWARD us – and that we do this by giving all we have to Him and trusting Him to provide for us.  God says that when we do this, that He’ll never let us down, but that when we live out lives with open hands before Him, we’ll never, ever lack His support and His provision.  Here’s what this passage in the final book of The Old Testament says …
MALACHI 3:9-10 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

9-10 [God says] Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in My Temple.  If you do,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you.  I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in!  Try it!  Put Me to the test! [emphasis added]

So as we go through EXODUS 8 here this morning, let’s keep the following two questions in our hearts and in our minds, and be willing to honestly answer them …
 
1. Like Pharaoh, do I test God with my ATTITUDES and ACTIONS?
2. Do I expect God to show me His patience and mercy while being unwilling to accept God’s command that I pursue His holiness?

EXODUS 8:1-4 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Let My people go, that they may serve Me.
2 But if you refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite your whole territory with frogs.
3 The Nile will swarm with frogs, which will come up and go into your house and into your bedroom and on your bed, and into the houses of your servants and on your people, and into your ovens and into your kneading bowls.
4 So the frogs will come up on you and your people and all your servants.”’”
 
God didn’t wonder what kind of a plague to threaten Pharaoh with next – and then look down and see a frog and think to Himself, “Hey, that would work.  One frog is cute.  A chorus of frogs is intriguing.  Millions of frogs would be horrible.”  Gang, there is always planning, intention, and purpose in what God does.  God brought a plague of frogs for a specific reason.  The Egyptians had a goddess named Heqt … and she was always painted, drawn, sculpted, and described in writing as having a woman’s body and the head of a frog.  Because of Heqt, Egyptians believed frogs were sacred – and so God took this opportunity to show them the foolishness of serving a frog-god.  Here’s what the Egyptian female god Heqt looked like …

[image: Description: eket1.jpeg]With the Nile River nearby, frogs were plentiful, and they were curious creatures to the Egyptians because, as amphibians they were part of two worlds … able to live on land or in the water.

Heqt was one of the most revered Egyptian gods and she was the wife of a God named Khnum, but whose name was pronounced Kermit (just kidding!) who was a symbol of resurrection and fertility, and was believed to help women during childbirth.

But frogs were not only worshiped as gods by the Egyptians, frogs were also a much loved part of the Egyptian diet.  So the French weren’t the first people to eat frogs! In fact, they couldn’t get enough of them.  Or so they thought.

HEBREWS 11:24-26 says while speaking about Moses – that Moses “gave up the passing pleasures of sin, in order to pursue the reward, the blessing, the life of contentment, fulfillment, joy, and blessing that God had for him as a result of his obedience.”  We know about the “passing pleasures of sin” … we know that sin can be pleasurable for a season – but then how the pleasure and sin can become a horror and a plague. And I see an interesting truth imbedded in this reality …

WHAT INITIALLY BROUGHT THE EGYPTIANS PLEASURE WOULD NOW BECOME A HORROR AND A PLAGUE TO THEM.

I’m consistently talking with people who thought that indulging in a certain sin, or a certain activity was going to bring them SO MUCH PLEASURE – and while it probably did bring some kind of pleasure for a while, it never lasts.  And soon it brings, not pleasure, but pain, brokenness, and loss.  And here’s our FIRST FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 1

THE MATHEMATICS OF SIN:  Sin ADDS to our sorrow, SUBTRACTS from our joy, MULTIPLIES our problems, and sin DIVIDES our hearts.

It doesn’t take a lot of imagination to see God’s sense of humor here as He shows the Egyptians how ridiculous it is to worship a frog-god, as God basically says here, “If you want to worship frogs, I’ll give you more frogs than you’ve ever seen – and we’ll see how you like that!”

EXODUS 8:5-7 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

5 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand with your staff over the rivers, over the streams and over the pools, and make frogs come up on the land of Egypt.’”
6 So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt.
7 The magicians did the same with their secret arts, making frogs come up on the land of Egypt.

When we read about the hand of Aaron in vv. 5-6 and in future verses, the assumption can be made that Aaron is using the shepherd’s staff God had him use to begin the first plague back in EXODUS 7:19.  This staff wasn’t a magician’s wand, like in Harry Potter; it was a symbol of God’s power in the hand of God’s servant.

And while we don’t know this for certain, EXODUS 8:22; 9:4, 26; 10:23; 11:7 indicate that after all nine of the plagues were over it seems like only the first one, the Nile River turning to blood seemed to have directly effected the Jews as well as the Egyptians.  So again, like with the first plague of the Nile River turning to blood, and then Pharaoh’s wise men, sorcerers, and magicians making even more bloody water, these guys now make more frogs appear.  We don’t know how they did this, but again I wonder why they made more frogs instead of making the frogs disappear.  But gang, remember what I shared with you about this in our study of EXODUS 7 …

Satan is an imitator of what God does in the world to try and win his own converts, or at least to make God’s followers less secure in their devotion to God.  And so in this situation, Satan is using Pharaoh’s wise men, sorcerers, and magicians to cast doubt in Pharaoh’s heart toward God, and this doubt hardened Pharaoh’s heart even more.  

Likewise, today, when we foolishly try to tap into demonic power through psychic hotlines and astrology, and through Ouija Boards and Tarot Cards, all we’ll ever do is make things worse.  DEMONIC POWER CAN NEVER, UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE MAKE THINGS BETTER.  DEMONIC POWER ALWAYS MAKES A BIGGER MESS.  And when Pharaoh’s wise men, sorcerers, and magicians tapped into occult powers, the problems increased instead of going away, and Pharaoh ended up with one more reason to continue hardening his heart toward God and toward God’s will for his life.  Before going to vv. 8-15, I want us to look back at v. 1 for a moment …

EXODUS 8:1 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 The LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Let My people go, that they may serve Me.”’”

When God commanded Pharaoh to “Let My people go” in EXODUS 8:1, and then each time He uses this phrase in the future, His intent wasn’t that the Jews would be set free so that they could then go and do whatever they wanted to do, or do whatever made them feel good, or do whatever make them feel fulfilled or complete.  It wasn’t God’s intent that they be set free from slavery in Egypt so that they could then becomes slaves to their own selfish desires.  Not at all!

Gang, God doesn’t liberate people from slavery – whether it was the slavery of the Jews in Egypt, or the slavery of you and me to sin today – God doesn’t liberate us from slavery to make us libertines, but to make us His children.  EXODUS 8:1 ends with God saying … that they may serve Me.  God doesn’t emancipate us for us … God buys us back from sin in order for us to have the opportunity to give ourselves fully over to Him … and in order for us to have the privilege of becoming His servants.  

Friends, God wants us to find out significance, our purpose, and our identity in Him, not because God exists for us, but because we exist for God … because as it says in GENESIS 1:26-27, you and I were created in “God’s image and likeness”.

If you’re making the assumption that redemption makes you free to do whatever you wish, let me tell you that that isn’t God’s perspective on the matter.  I love the way the Apostle Paul writes about this in The New Testament in ROMANS 6 …


ROMANS 6:20-22 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

20-22 In the past you were slaves to sin, and goodness did not control you.  You did evil things, and now you are ashamed of them.  Those things only bring death.  But now you are free from sin and have become servants of God.  This brings you a life that is only for God, and this gives you life forever.

And here’s our SECOND FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 2

Redemption obligates followers of Jesus Christ to lives of obedient holiness – serving God by thinking, speaking, and acting like God wants us to think, speak, and act.

Let’s go on to EXODUS 8:8-15 …

EXODUS 8:8-15 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

8 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron and said, “Entreat the LORD that He remove the frogs from me and from my people; and I will let the people go, that they may sacrifice to the LORD.”
9 Moses said to Pharaoh, “The honor is yours to tell me:  When shall I entreat for you and your servants and your people, that the frogs be destroyed from you and your houses, that they may be left only in the Nile?”
10 Then he said, “Tomorrow.”  So he said, “May it be according to your word, that you may know that there is no one like the LORD our God.
11 The frogs will depart from you and your houses and your servants and your people; they will be left only in the Nile.”
12 Then Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh, and Moses cried to the LORD concerning the frogs, which He had inflicted upon Pharaoh.
13 The LORD did according to the word of Moses, and the frogs died out of the houses, the courts, and the fields.
14 So they piled them in heaps, and the land became foul.
15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart and did not listen to them, as the LORD had said.

The Hebrew word entreat (atar) means to intercede, and is one of the many words use throughout the Bible to describe prayer.  atar describes a person earnestly coming before God and means, “to ask with one’s whole heart” (cf., GENESIS 25:21; ISAIAH 19:22).  God takes this kind of entreating prayer seriously, and in fact He warned His followers and His worshipers in MALACHI 1:9 to not come before Him in prayer with hands that are soiled by unclean and halfhearted offerings.  And this is the kind of entreating prayer God calls us to as His followers.  But this wasn’t the kind of entreating Pharaoh came to Moses with.  Pharaoh was trying to work a deal, find a compromise, and access a shortcut.  And here’s our THIRD FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 3

God always sees the intention of our hearts.  God can’t be swindled, or snookered.  Like the Apostle Peter writes in FIRST PETER 5:11, “God gets the last word, oh yes He does.” (THE MESSAGE)

Moses prays, God answers - and all the frogs die!  And how many of you think that the second half of v. 14 is a major understatement … that the land became foul … ?  I mean seriously, try to imagine what Egypt smelled like after those millions upon millions of frogs died!  But even though God granted Pharaoh’s plea, his heart didn’t change.  v. 15 says, he hardened his heart - doing just what God said he would do.  And let’s remember that God isn’t violating Pharaoh’s freedom of choice here.  God is just allowing and confirming the decisions Pharaoh has already made.

How many times, when God calls us away from whatever kind of stinky frogs we’ve invited into our lives, or that we’re putting up with in our lives, or that we’re in denial about in our lives … how many times do we say to ourselves, “Just one more day, just one more night and I’ll get rid of them … then I’ll turn back to God”?

ILLUSTRATION … The World Health Organization estimates that there are roughly 140 million alcoholics in the world today.  I don’t think that there’s a one of that 140 million folks who opened their first beer, or poured their first glass of wine, or threw back their first shot of liquor and said, “Today I’m going to become one of the 140 million alcoholics in the world.”

No.  Here’s what everyone said, “I’ve got it under control.  I can handle it.  No problem.  It’s not going to get the best of me.”  And we say the same thing concerning everything from a questionable relationship, to overeating, to a hot temper, from a propensity to lie, to a curiosity about pornography — or whatever you want to fill in the blanks with.

And then we suddenly wake up one day and we realize that our houses and our beds, and even our ovens and our kneading bowls are filled with frogs; we realize suddenly that what we once thought WE HAD UNDER CONTROL HAS HOPPED OUT OF THE NILE RIVER AND FLOODED OUR LIVES, AND IS NOW, INSTEAD, CONTROLLING US.

And now the third plague comes … the word used here is translated as lice, fleas, or gnats in different translations … but this third plague comes unannounced, and I can’t help but think that God’s strategy change-up is to deny Pharaoh the mercy of a warning with the compassionate hope that he will turn toward repentance.



EXODUS 8:16-19 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

16 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the earth, that it may become gnats through all the land of Egypt.’”
17 They did so; and Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff, and struck the dust of the earth, and there were gnats on man and beast.  All the dust of the earth became gnats through all the land of Egypt.
18 The magicians tried with their secret arts to bring forth gnats, but they could not; so there were gnats on man and beast.
19 Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.”  But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the LORD had said.

[image: Description: et_3.jpeg] Because God tells Aaron “strikes the dust of the earth”, it’s been suggested that this third plague was sent against the god Set, the Egyptian god of the desert.  Set variously had the form of a pig, a hippo, or a dog and was also commonly referred to as the “god of love”.  The “love pig”.  Fascinating!

Frogs and pigs.  Egypt is starting to sound a lot like an episode of THE MUPPETS!  But this third plague of lice, fleas, or gnats is also going to “bug the heck” out of the priests who prided themselves on their cleanliness.

Egyptian believed that their gods would refuse any animal sacrifice that wasn’t “perfectly clean” and free of disease or infestation.  And because Egyptians religious rules required that priests, and other spiritual leaders remained scrupulously clean at all times, this infestation of gnats made it impossible for them to worship their gods or to lead others in worship.  Do you see how God was striking at the very heart of where they’ve mistakenly built their identity?

But while Pharaoh’s wise men, sorcerers, and magicians had been able to duplicate the previous two plagues, this one stupefied them and the gnats were on person and on every animal.  Notice how in v. 19 they said, “This is the finger of God” … and Pharaoh’s heart continued to get harder and harder.  The hardness of Pharaoh’s heart is shown as he refuses to listen to his advisers … apparently they were counseling him to let the Jews go … and there’s no rational reason why Pharaoh insists on resisting God’s commandments.  And then the fourth plague comes … flies.

EXODUS 8:20-23 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

20 Now the LORD said to Moses, “Rise early in the morning and present yourself before Pharaoh, as he comes out to the water, and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Let My people go, that they may serve Me.
21 For if you do not let My people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies on you and on your servants and on your people and into your
houses; and the houses of the Egyptians will be full of swarms of flies, and also the ground on which they dwell.
22 But on that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, where My people are living, so that no swarms of flies will be there, in order that you may know that I, the LORD, am in the midst of the land.
23 I will put a division between My people and your people.  Tomorrow this sign will occur.”’”

God changed His strategy again, and this time He warned Pharaoh about the coming plague … as I mentioned earlier, v. 23 seems to imply that this fourth plague would afflict the Egyptians, but not the Jews, as God put a division between the Jews and the Egyptians.  And while we don’t see Pharaoh saying “yes” or “no” to God’s command to free the Jews this time, since the plague began, I believe we can safely assume that once again Pharaoh’s heart remained opposed to God and God’s plans.

When was the last time you blatantly ignored or disobeyed God’s instruction to you, or the instruction of God’s Word, or a word of instruction God brought to you through another person?  How’d that turn out for you?  Ya, that’s what I thought.

EXODUS 8:24 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

 24 Then the LORD did so.  And there came great swarms of flies into the house of Pharaoh and the houses of his servants and the land was laid waste because of the swarms of flies in all the land of Egypt.

The word fly doesn’t appear in the Hebrew text, but the Hebrew word translated swarm in v. 24 is awrob, and means, “having constant motion”.  The use of the word awrob in PSALM 78:45 indicates that this kind of a swarm could have been made up of some variety of “biting” or “devouring flies.”  Yikes.

The Septuagint, which is The Old Testament first written in Greek in the 3rd Century AD, uses the word dog-fly here.  Because the translators of the Septuagint lived in the Egyptian town of Alexandria, they may have had some additional information about 
what kind of insects these swarms were made up of.  The dog-fly, which is also called the stable-fly, is a blood sucking little bugger that has a very painful bite.

[image: Description: ahora.gif]Some Bible scholars think these swarms may have been made up of scarab beetles.  The scarab beetle was said to be the “holy, “earthly dwelling place of the sun god Ra”, and they were highly revered.  But whatever kinds of critters these overwhelm-ing swarms were, they sound nasty and painful.

While the gnats were finally done away with and cleaned up a while before, now the Egyptian gods couldn’t be worshiped once again because with this invasion of this swarm of some kind of flying insects once again, it was impossible to keep everything ritualistically clean.

Let’s read EXODUS 8:25-27 and move toward the end of our study together here this morning …

EXODUS 8:25-27 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

25 Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God within the land.”
26 But Moses said, “It is not right to do so, for we will sacrifice to the LORD our God what is an abomination to the Egyptians.  If we sacrifice what is an abomination to the Egyptians before their eyes, will they not then stone us?
27 We must go a three days’ journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to the LORD our God as He commands us.” 

Pharaoh does here what any good politician does – he tries striking a bargain … telling God that the Jews can leave for three days to serve their God, but that they can’t travel beyond Egypt’s borders.  But God isn’t a politician and Moses makes it clear that God doesn’t make deals with hard-hearted people.  He demands surrender.

I love seeing God building character and strength in Moses through these chapters of his life.  I think if Pharaoh had tired bargaining before the first plague Moses might have gone for it and totally slowed up God’s plans.  But as we see Moses partnering with God in what God’s up to here, we see Moses growing in wisdom, growing in courage, growing in stamina … and we see Moses’ character being shaped more fully into the character of God.  And I see our FOURTH FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 4

Followers of God become more like Jesus Christ by listening to God and by obeying God.  This process of spiritual transformation happens no other way.

EXODUS 8:28-32 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

28 Pharaoh said, “I will let you go, that you may sacrifice to the LORD your God in the wilderness; only you shall not go very far away.  Make supplication for me.”
29 Then Moses said, “Behold, I am going out from you, and I shall make supplication to the LORD that the swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people tomorrow; only
do not let Pharaoh deal deceitfully again in not letting the people go to sacrifice to the LORD.”
30 So Moses went out from Pharaoh and made supplication to the LORD.
31 The LORD did as Moses asked, and removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his servants and from his people; not one remained.
32 But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also, and he did not let the people go.
 
Pharaoh knew exactly that the God of the Jews was the One controlling, sending, and ending these plagues.  But he continued hardening his heart.  Pharaoh makes a promise to God here in v. 28, to get the plague to stop, but he changes his mind once the swarm ceases.  And you and I shake our heads all-too-knowingly at this part of the story because all-too-often it’s part of our stories.  Because we what it’s like to “turn to God” during some chapter of hardship, and then when things get better, and the coast seems clear, we harden our harts and then turn our backs on God.

ILLUSTRATION … How often do we say that we want to live with Jesus Christ at the center of our lives AND we want to be free from the slavery of sin, BUT then we act like we also still want to live in Egypt?

· “I smoke pot to relieve my tension.  It’s no big deal.”
· “I occasionally eat a whole pizza.  But it’s always thin crust and I always have Diet Soda with it.”
· “I get drunk once in a while.  It’s what I do with my friends.”
· “I know I gamble and lose a lot of money.  But I can’t stop.  It’s not hurting anyone besides myself.”
· “Look I know my girlfriend has a hard heart toward God.  She’s a frog – I get that … but I’m missionary dating and if I stay in a relationship with her I just know she’ll come to know Jesus and turn into a princess.”

We have so many excuses.  We compromise so easily.  We get so good at lying to ourselves.  But gang, there are ACTIVITIES, PEOPLE, and PLACES in our lives that God has been talking to us about this morning, and even before this morning, saying “You think you have this under control.  But you don’t.  This ACTIVITY, this RELATIONSHIP, this PLACE is like a raging river that just flooded its banks and is taking over.”

And we hear God patiently, lovingly, compassionately lay out these truths, and we so often reply, “God, You’re right.  I’ll take care of it tomorrow.  I’ll spend just one more night with the frogs.”  But do you see from the example we’re seeing from Pharaoh and the plagues the nation of Egypt went through because of his hardness of heart … do you see what happens when we ignore God, and when we put off God’s commands in our lives, and when we willfully tell God “to mind Your own business”?  How difficult we make our lives by delaying obedience to God.  HEBREWS 4:7 says …

HEBREWS 4:7b (PARAPHRASE)

7b “… listen to what God says.  Whatever you do, don’t be stubborn.”

What’s God’s instruction to you and me about the sin that controls and plagues us?  REMEMBER, REPENT, RECKON, and REFUSE.
REMEMBER … Sin isn’t bad because God tells me not to sin.  God tells me not to sin because sin is bad, destructive, and because of how it steals God’s dreams away from me.

REPENT … I was going this direction, now I’m stopping, turning around, and going in the other direction.  I’m going to stop justifying, excusing, and rationalizing my sinful choices.

RECKON … Jesus Christ’s death on the cross, broke the power of sin in my life.  This is why I can’t say, “My sin (addiction, brokenness, hurt, habit, or hang-up) is too big for God to deal with.”  Because of the cross, I can choose to not sin and live out from under the power and the dominion of sin.

REFUSE … I’m refusing to live where the frogs, the lice, the fleas, the gnats, and the flies’ croak, swarm, and live.  I am choosing new people and places to spend my time with.  Today is the time.  Now is the day.  I’m done hardening my heart.

Are you ready this morning to commit your life to God in new ways?  Are you ready to stop putting God to the test by spending one more night with the frogs?  Are you ready to leave the things of Egypt far behind?  I love v. 31 … not one remained.  You and I can experience, real, lasting healing, transformation, and deliverance.  What a great teaching, from EXODUS 8 to come right after last Sunday’s emphasis on Newberg Community Celebrate Recovery!  Blessed be the Word of the Lord.

NEXT SUNDAY … GREGG LAMM WILL TEACH FROM EXODUS 9.  INVITE SOMEONE WHO DOESN’T YET HAVE A CHURCH HOME, OR WHO IS NOT YET IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST.  ALSO, JOIN GREGG AND OTHER 2ND STREETERS AT THE CHURCH OFFICE THURSDAY MORNING AT 6:00 A.M. FOR DEVOTIONS. 
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A

gain the emphasis is on not testing God’s love for us, or trying God’s patience

 

… but 

just accepting God’s love for us and returning it to God and living it out to 

others.

  

There’s a huge difference between testing God and coming to God with our questions 

–

 

and God wants to teach His followers the difference between these two things.

 

 

TESTING GOD 

ISN’T

 

based on faith in 

God or

 

on 

being in 

relationsh

ip 

with God … 

it’s

 

ex

pecting God to jump through a hoop

.

” 

MATURING 

CHRIST

-

FOLLOWERS

 

DON’T TEST GOD

.

 

 

QUESTIONING GOD

 

IS

 

based on 

faith in 

God

 

and 

on being in relation

-

ship with God.

  

God 

always supports

 

us 

genuinely 

seeking His 

heart 

and mind

.

 

 

MATURING

 

CHRIST

-

FOLLOWERS 

ASK

 

GOD QUESTIONS

 

AND 

LISTEN FOR GOD’S ANSWERS

.

 

 

The 

one

 

exception I

 

see to this rule is some solid 

instruction given to us in 

MALACHI 3

 

where God says that He’s okay with us 

testing 

HIS FAITHFULNESS TOWARD

 

us

 

–

 

and 

that we do this by giving all we have to Hi

m and t

rusting Him to provide for us. 

 

God 

says that when we do this, that He’ll 

never let us down, but that when we live out 

lives with

 

open hands before Him, we’ll never, ever 

lack 

His support and His 

provision.

  

Here’s what this passage in the final boo

k of 

The Old Testament

 

says …

 

